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RECREATION COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
December 18, 2025, 7:30PM
DANTES RESTAURANT, 
100 E MAIN STREET, MENDHAM NJ

In Attendance: Dianne Ackerman, Tim McChesney, Ned Panfile, Kevin Lanahan, Joe Carangelo, Pat McChesney, Matt Bruin
DISCUSSION ITEMS
a. Communications
i. Meetings attended
b. Holly Trail 2025 Recap
i. Holly Trail was hosted on December 6th. The day included 29 local businesses participating in the Where’s Santa competition and/or hosting holiday activities. The Phoenix House saw over 100 families for the annual Photos with Santa. The committee noted how busy Main Street was, and it appeared many families were enjoying the day. 
ii. The Holly Trail ended at 4:30 pm with the Annual Tree Lighting Event at the Borough Park Gazebo. Dunkin Donuts donated 100 munchkins to the Recreation Department to hand out at the event. 
c. Holiday Home Decorating Contest
i. Contest is open until December 19th. As of December 18, the Recreation Department received 4 submissions for the competition. The committee suggested that in 2026 people can nominate other people’s houses, instead of the homeowner being required to nominate themselves. It was noted that the Borough needs approval by the homeowner to publish images of the house and confirm the decorations were not done by a commercial entity.
d. 2026 Event/program planning
i. 2026 Summer Concert Series bands are confirmed as follows: Carnaby Street, Catz N’ Dawgz, The Cowboy & Hippie, This Old Engine. 
ii. Mendham Borough Summer Day Camp counselor applications will open on January 1, 2026. Applications have been moved to a digital submission form and can be found on the Employment Opportunities tab of the Borough website. This creates a more efficient application process, allowing complete applications to be reviewed in real-time by the Recreation Coordination, Camp Director, and Assistant Director.
ADJOURNMENT
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Recreation Committee is January 15th. 
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